Seventh Grade Literary Reading Passage

Directions: Read the selection and answer the questions.

Ruler of the Air

a Cherokee Legend

Retold and illustrated by Alex Whitney
A long time ago, the birds quarrelled about which of them could fly the highest.

Some were sure it was the hawk. “He is a spirit of fire and ice,” they claimed. “He streaks like an arrow through the air.”

Others were certain it was the eagle. “He can look the sun directly in the eye,” they declared. “Storms and strong winds are his playthings.”

But the little dark-feathered shrike insisted he could fly higher than either the eagle or the hawk. “That would be easy for a bird as clever as I!” he boasted.

At last the great horned owl grew tired of being kept awake all day by the birds’ endless bickering. “We shall settle this matter once and for all,” he told them. “Tomorrow we will hold a contest. I, the oldest and wisest among you, will be the judge. Whoever flies the highest will be the winner. And the winner will be Ruler of the Air.”
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On the following day, all the People of the Sky—from Hu-hu, the mocking bird, to Sanuwa, the osprey—flocked together. Then the great horned owl gave three piercing hoots, the signal for the contest to start. With loud whirrings, flurries, and beating of wings, the birds took off. Each raced to climb, one above the other. The hawk flashed past them at breathtaking speed and soon mounted in the sky. But the eagle, riding on a strong current of wind, swiftly rose higher. Then his great wings sang upon the air as he circled and dipped and soared far above the earth.

Suddenly the little shrike, who had hidden himself on the eagle’s back, rose unsteadily to his feet. Firmly clutching the eagle, he flapped his wings and shrieked, “Look at me! I’m the highest! I’m the winner!”
 
The eagle folded his wings and sailed slowly back to earth. Then the shrike fluttered down from the eagle’s back and strode over to the great horned owl. “Here I am to claim my victory!” the shrike croaked harshly. “Tell the Feathered Tribes I’m Ruler of the Air!”

The other birds clucked and squawked and twittered excitedly until the great horned owl spread his wings and called for silence. “The winner of our contest has flown nearer to the sun than any other bird,” he announced.

The crafty shrike puffed up his feathers and proudly strutted back and forth.

“Not only has the winner flown the highest,” continued the great horned owl, glaring fiercely at the shrike, “he has also carried an extra weight upon his back. There is only one of us with such great powers of flight: the mighty eagle, Ruler of the Air!”
15 
What purpose does the first description of the hawk’s and eagle’s flights serve 
in the story?
(
A.
To describe how intelligent the birds were

(
B.
To tell where the two birds were going

(
C.
To show that they are just alike

(
D.
To emphasize how well each can fly

Item Information
Correct Response: D

Strand: LT: Thinks critically

Learning Target: 08:   Analyze author’s purpose in a literary text and/or effectiveness for different audiences, or identify facts and opinions (Reading EALRs 2.4.2, 2.4.3, 2.4.4)

Performance Data (Use this space to fill in student performance information for your school and district.):
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